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■
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or

 s
ho

ut
in

g 
fo

r 
he

lp
.

■
  
S

om
eo

ne
 lo

ok
in

g 
in

 w
in

d
ow

s 
of

 h
ou

se
s 

an
d

p
ar

ke
d

 c
ar

s.

■
  
P

ro
p

er
ty

 b
ei

ng
 t

ak
en

 o
ut

 o
f 

ho
us

es
 w

he
re

 n
o

on
e 

is
 a

t 
ho

m
e 

or
 f

ro
m

 c
lo

se
d

 b
us

in
es

se
s.

■
  
C

ar
s,

 v
an

s,
 o

r 
tr

uc
ks

 m
ov

in
g 

sl
ow

ly
 w

ith
 n

o

ap
p

ar
en

t 
d

es
tin

at
io

n 
or

 w
ith

ou
t 

lig
ht

s.

■
  
A

ny
on

e 
b

ei
ng

 f
or

ce
d

 in
to

 a
 v

eh
ic

le
. 

■
  
A

 s
tr

an
ge

r 
si

tt
in

g 
in

 a
 c

ar
 o

r 
st

op
p

in
g 

to
 t

al
k 

to

a 
ch

ild
.

R
ep

or
t 

th
es

e 
in

ci
d

en
ts

 t
o 

th
e 

p
ol

ic
e 

or
 s

he
rif

fs
’

d
ep

ar
tm

en
t.

 T
al

k 
ab

ou
t 

co
nc

er
ns

 a
nd

 p
ro

b
le

m
s

w
ith

 y
ou

r 
ne

ig
hb

or
s.

H
O

W
 S

H
O

U
L
D

 I
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 T

H
E

S
E

 I
N

C
ID

E
N

T
S

?

■
  
C

al
l 9

-1
-1

 o
r 

yo
ur

 lo
ca

l e
m

er
ge

nc
y 

nu
m

b
er

.

■
  
G

iv
e 

yo
ur

 n
am

e 
an

d
 a

d
d

re
ss

.

■
  
E

xp
la

in
 w

ha
t 

ha
p

p
en

ed
.

■
  
B

rie
fly

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
th

e 
su

sp
ec

t:
 s

ex
 a

nd
 r

ac
e,

ag
e,

 h
ei

gh
t,

 w
ei

gh
t,

 h
ai

r 
co

lo
r, 

cl
ot

hi
ng

,

d
is

tin
ct

iv
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
a 

b
ea

rd
,

m
us

ta
ch

e,
 s

ca
rs

, 
or

 a
cc

en
t.

■
  
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

ve
hi

cl
e 

if 
on

e 
w

as
 in

vo
lv

ed
: 

co
lo

r,

m
ak

e,
 m

od
el

, 
ye

ar
, 

lic
en

se
 p

la
te

, 
an

d
 s

p
ec

ia
l

fe
at

ur
es

 s
uc

h 
as

 s
tic

ke
rs

.

Ta
ke

 a
 S

ta
nd

   
Ag

ai
ns

t C
rim

e
Jo

in
 a

 N
ei

gh
bo

rh
oo

d 
W

at
ch

A
 N

E
IG

H
B

O
R

H
O

O
D

 W
A
T
C

H
 P

R
IM

E
R



■
  organize a sm

all planning com
m

ittee of

neighbors to discuss needs, the level of

interest, and possible com
m

unity problem
s.

■
  contact the local p

olice or sheriff’s d
ep

art-

m
ent, or local crim

e p
revention

organization, for help
 in training m

em
b

ers

in hom
e security and

 rep
orting skills and

for inform
ation on local crim

e p
atterns.

■
  hold

 an initial m
eeting to gauge neighb

ors’

interest; estab
lish the p

urp
ose of the

p
rogram

; and
 b

egin to id
entify issues that

need
 to b

e ad
d

ressed
.

■
  select a coord

inator.

■
  ask for b

lock cap
tain volunteers w

ho are

resp
onsib

le for relaying inform
ation to

m
em

b
ers.

■
  recruit m

em
b

ers, keep
ing up

-to-d
ate infor-

m
ation on new

 resid
ents and

 m
aking

sp
ecial efforts to involve the eld

erly,

w
orking p

arents, and
 young p

eop
le.

■
  w

ork w
ith local governm

ent or law

enforcem
ent to p

ut up
 N

eighb
orhood

W
atch signs, usually after at least 50

p
ercent of all household

s are enrolled
.
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A
ny com

m
unity resid

ent can join—
young and

old
, single and

 m
arried

, renter and
 hom

eow
ner.

E
ven the b

usiest of p
eop

le can b
elong to a

N
eighb

orhood
 W

atch—
they too can keep

 an

eye out for neighb
ors as they com

e and
 go.
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Yes. W
atch G

roup
s can b

e form
ed

 around
 any

geograp
hical unit: a b

lock, ap
artm

ent b
uild

ing,

tow
nhouse com

p
lex, p

ark, b
usiness area, p

ub
lic

housing com
p

lex, office b
uild

ing, or m
arina.
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A
 N

eighborhood W
atch is neighbors helping

neighbors. They are extra eyes and ears for

reporting crim
e and helping neighbors.M

em
bers

m
eet their neighbors, learn how

 to m
ake their

hom
es m

ore secure, w
atch out for each other and

the neighborhood, and report activity that raises

their suspicions to the police or sheriff’s office.
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■
  C

o
m

m
unity m

eeting
s. These should

 b
e set

up
 on a regular b

asis such as b
i-m

onthly,

m
onthly, or six tim

es a year.

■
  C

itizens’ o
r co

m
m

unity p
atro

l. A
 citizens’

p
atrol is m

ad
e up

 of volunteers w
ho w

alk or

d
rive through the com

m
unity and

 alert p
olice

to crim
e and

 q
uestionab

le activities. N
ot all

N
eighb

orhood
 W

atches need
 a citizens’ p

atrol.

■
  C

o
m

m
unicatio

ns. These can b
e as sim

p
le as

a w
eekly flier p

osted
 on com

m
unity announce-

m
ent b

oard
s to a new

sletter that up
d

ates

neighb
ors on the p

rogress of the p
rogram

 to a

neighb
orhood

 electronic b
ulletin b

oard
.

■
 S

p
ecial events. These are crucial to keep

 the

p
rogram

 going and
 grow

ing. H
ost talks or

sem
inars that focus on current issues such as

hate or b
ias-m

otivated
 violence, crim

e in

N
eighb

orhood
 W

atch, B
lock W

atch, Tow
n

W
atch, B

uild
ing W

atch, C
rim

e W
atch—

w
hatever the nam

e, it’s one of the m
ost

effective and
 least costly w

ays to p
revent crim

e

and
 red

uce fear. N
eighb

orhood
 W

atch fights the

isolation that crim
e b

oth creates and
 feed

s

up
on. It forges b

ond
s am

ong area resid
ents,

help
s red

uce b
urglaries and

 rob
b

eries, and

im
p

roves relations b
etw

een p
olice and

 the

com
m

unities they serve.
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■
  It w

orks. Throughout the country, d
ram

atic

d
ecreases in b

urglary and
 related

 offenses are

rep
orted

 b
y law

 enforcem
ent p

rofessionals in

com
m

unities w
ith active W

atch p
rogram

s.

■
  Tod

ay’s transient society p
rod

uces com
m

uni-

ties that are less p
ersonal. M

any fam
ilies have

tw
o w

orking p
arents and

 child
ren involved

 in

m
any activities that keep

 them
 aw

ay from

hom
e. A

n em
p

ty house in a neighb
orhood

w
here none of the neighb

ors know
 the ow

ner

is a p
rim

e target for b
urglary.

■
  N

eighborhood W
atch also helps build pride and

serves as a springboard for efforts that address

other com
m

unity concerns such as recreation

for youth, child care, and affordable housing.
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A
 m

otivated
 ind

ivid
ual, a few

 concerned
 resi-

d
ents, a com

m
unity organization, or a law

enforcem
ent agency can sp

earhead
 the efforts

to estab
lish a W

atch. Together they can


