
(NU) - During the exciting
time of having your house built
or remodeled, make sure to con-
sider one of the most important
features that will keep you and
your family safe for years to
come: security.

According to the National
Crime Prevention Council,
about  six out of 10 com-
pleted burglaries take
place without any sign
of forced entry, sug-
gesting that either a
door or window
was left unlocked
or that a duplicate
key was used to open
one.

Residential bur-
glary is one of the
most frequently re-
ported crimes. It
also is the most pre-
ventable. Locking
your windows and doors
and having proper lock se-
curity is the easiest and most
cost-efficient way to prevent bur-
glary. 

The first step in securing your
remodeled or newly built home is
to deadbolt exterior doors. Dead-
bolts are available in several for-
mats. Some are key operated
from both inside and out, key op-
erated from the outside and open
with a thumbturn on the inside, or
solely operated with a thumbturn
on the inside. Check with your lo-
cal crime prevention authority to
determine what kind of lock is

recommended in your area.
Remember that not all locks

are created equally. For maxi-
mum protection, choose high-
security locks. For example,
locks made by Medeco incorpo-
rate features that protect against
drilling and picking. Keys for

these locks can only be made by
authorized Medeco dealers af-
ter you show proper identifi-
cation. This ensures that only
you can authorize the dupli-
cation of your keys.

Sliding glass doors tend
to be an easy point of entry.
Special locks and bars are
available to prevent lifting and
prying of the door. You also can
put a wooden dowel or broom
handle in the door track.

When thinking lock se-
curity, don’t forget about

your windows. Tra-
ditional double-
hung windows,
which have a top
and bottom sash

that slides up and
down, continue to

be the most popular window type
installed in remodeled or newly
built homes. To secure these win-
dows, install a window sash lock,
a lock that’s attached to the sash-
es of a double-hung window to
keep in a shut position. 

For a free home security
brochure, call (800) 627-2911. To
learn more, visit the National
Crime Prevention Council’s Web
site at www.ncpc.org.
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