COMMUNITY

Eight Crime Prevention
Tips for Teens
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(NU) - Many teens have an in-
credible impact on their commu-
nities. According to a recent sur-
vey, more than half of incoming
college freshman had volunteered
in high school on a regular basis.

Teens can help in many ways
to make neighborhoods safer by
strengthening their skills or learn-
ing new ones. The National
Crime Prevention Council has de-
veloped a campaign to let teens
— and adults — know how ef-
fective young people can be in re-
ducing crime by participating in
activities they already enjoy.

Here are just a few of the
strategies that young people can
use:

* Learn ways to reduce crime
risks, such as locking your house
or car and avoiding fights.

¢ Find out how to report crime
and suspicious activities. Help
adults and other teens learn these
important skills.

. Work with your
Neighborhood Watch. Perhaps
you can provide an after-school
patrol.

« Create specific action pro-
jects to address neighborhood
problems, such as graffiti.

* Look for ways to help oth-
ers in the community find safe
places they can enjoy.

» Serve as a role model for
younger children and the com-
munity as a whole. Become a
mentor, tutor, volunteer or Little
League coach.
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Many teens serve as mentors
for young children.

» Use art, poetry, music and
dance to convey crime prevention
messages to others.

e Talk with youth groups
about adopting community safe-
ty as an important priority. Enlist
their members in making neigh-
borhoods safer and better.

Community centers, after
school centers and youth groups
can use a flexible, adaptable cur-
riculum like Teens, Crime and the
Community to help teens learn
about crime, its consequences and
its prevention. This program in-
vites teens to put their knowledge
to work right away by designing
and carrying out their own crime
prevention projects.

For more information on the
many ways teens can make
neighborhoods safer, log on to
WWWw.ncpe.org, Www.wepre-
vent.org, www.nationaltcc.org or
WWW.Cyar.org.



