Prescription Drug Abuse and Drug Use Trends

Illicit Drug Use Survey

As reported by the NSDUH survey released in 2011 ---  

· 91.1 % of the United States population hasn’t used an illicit drug, which includes marijuana, in the past 30 days  

· 8.9% of the United States population in the past 30 days (age 12 and older) has used an illicit drug  

As reported Monitoring the Future study 2010---

· Marijuana use, which had been rising among teens for the past two years, continues to rise again this year—a sharp contrast to the considerable decline of the preceding decade.

· Ecstasy use—which fell out of favor in the early 2000s as concerns about its dangers grew—appears to be making a comeback this year, following a considerable recent decline in the belief that its use is dangerous.

· The proportion of 8th graders who reported using at least one illicit drug in the prior 12 months (called annual prevalence) rose from 13% in 2007 to 16% in 2010, including a statistically significant increase of 1.6 percentage points this year. 

· Among both 10th and 12th graders annual prevalence has increased by two percentage points since 2007.  

· In 2010, the proportions using any illicit drug during the past year were 16%, 30%, and 38% in grades 8, 10, and 12 respectively. 

· Lifetime use was higher, of course, at 21%, 37%, and 48% in the three grades respectively. 

· In other words, about half of the high school seniors in the class of 2010 have tried an illicit drug, and well over a third have used on one or more occasions in the prior 12 months.

As reported by the NSDUH survey released in 2011 --- Illicit drug use in 2009 reported --- Marijuana was the most common used illicit drug used in 2010. 

· Marijuana use 6.9% of the population or 17.4 million people within the past 30 days (12 and older) 
Teenage drug use sources and attitudes---

· Two-thirds of high school students and one-fourth middle school students say drugs are kept, sold, on grounds of their schools.  Source- National Survey of America Attitudes on Substance Abuse XIV:  Teens and Parents August 2009

· Friends are most common source of alcohol and cigarettes for teens.  Source- National Survey of America Attitudes on Substance Abuse XIV:  Teens and Parents August 2009

· Ages 18 to 25 are the highest drug users per age group at 21.2%.  Marijuana use for this age group increased in 2009 from 16.5% to 18.1%.  Source- SAMHSA 2010

· Among 14 to 15 year olds, marijuana was the most commonly used illegal drug at 5.7% followed by non-medical prescription drug use at 3.0% - SAMHSA 2010 

· 2010- any illicit drug use including inhalants (30 day use) 8th-11.7%, 10th-19.4, 12th-24.5%

· More than half 56% believe prescription drugs are easier to get the illicit drugs and 52% believe pain relievers are everywhere. Source –CASA White Paper 2008

DAWN- 2009 
· 49.8% of emergency room drug related visits were attributed to adverse reactions to pharmaceuticals. SAMHSA 2010

· ED visits involving misuse of pharmaceuticals increased 98.4% between 2004-2009.   
Top five non-medical abused prescription drugs---

Hydrocodone - schedule III  

Oxycodone - schedule II 

Methadone - schedule II

Fentanyl - schedule II 
Adderall - schedule II 

Cough syrup - schedule V
Most abused narcotic prescription drugs ---

· Hydrocodone – Vicodin, Lortab, Lorcet, Hydrocodone with Acetaminophen

· Oxycodone – OxyContin, Percodan, Perocet, Oxycodone with Acetaminophen

· Other abused narcotics – Darvin, Dilaudid, Endocet, Fiorinal, Talwin, Demerol

Most abused anabolic steroids---

· Anadrol, Andro, Deca-Durabolin, Depo-Testosterone, Dianobo, Durabolin, THG, Winstrol

Most abused stimulant prescription drugs---

Adderall, Dexedrine, Concerta, Ritalin, Focalin, Phentermine, Adipex, Ionanmin, Didrex, Prelu-2
Most abused depressant prescription drugs ---

Benzodiazepines – Valuim, Xanax, Halcion, Ativan, Klonopin, Ambien, Sonata, Somnate, Soma, Ketlar, Xyrem 
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