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CSC Podcast Potential Questions:

Intro:  Hello, I’m Rebecca Rose, Senior Policy Advisor for Strategic Initiatives with the Bureau of Justice Assistance and welcome to another edition of BJA’s Justice Podcast Series. In this edition, I’m joined by Ann Harkins, President and CEO of the National Crime Prevention Council, or NCPC, the home of the iconic character, McGruff the Crime Dog®. 

NCPC’s primary mission is to help people keep themselves, their families, and their communities safe from crime.  To achieve this, NCPC provides programs, training, resources, and technical assistance to local communities to help them partner with law enforcement to prevent crime. Many of NCPC’s resources are free and downloadable from their website.

Ann, thank you for joining us today. I want to start off today by talking about the Celebrate Safe Communities, or CSC, initiative, a joint effort of BJA and NCPC. 

Can you tell our listeners a little more about the program?   

Sure, if I had to describe it in one sentence it’s -- Celebrate Safe Communities (CSC) is crime prevention done the right way with local people working with local law enforcement to address local issues. 

We’re proud to work with the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) on the Celebrate Safe Communities initiative, especially at a time where budget cuts make it essential for local law enforcement to have the community’s help in sustaining successful crime prevention efforts. 



That’s great, and how long has CSC been running? I understand it was sparked by an event with McGruff in Wisconsin? 

Yes, Celebrate Safe Communities started as a pilot event in Wisconsin that we called McGruff Fest in 2007.  It was an unprecedented moment in Wisconsin where they had nine law enforcement jurisdictions in and around Green Bay come together in the planning and execution of the event with NCPC.  It was so successful that we were pleased to receive a U.S. Department of Justice grant in 2008 to begin working on a nationwide effort, in partnership with the National Sheriffs’ Association.

And as I understand it, CSC continues to grow even more each year. Can you tell us a little bit about how this 3-day celebration turned into a year-round initiative?

Celebrate Safe Communities initially was viewed as a kickoff to National Crime Prevention Month in October.  Now into its fourth year, Celebrate Safe Communities has reached more than one-half million Americans in over 30 states across the country.

What events have CSC registrants held in the past and what are you expecting this October?

In 2010, 253 sites participated in 39 states. Several sites held a 30th birthday party for McGruff. In Greenwood, SC, more than 40 neighborhoods joined local police officers for cookouts, parades, flashlight walks, and anti-crime and drug rallies.  Some have really creative names like the “prevention convention” in Eugene, Oregon. 

Many events range from safety fairs to safe Halloween events. With our new themes, we also see some of the sites organizing a theme-based event or including the topic in a general safety fair. One of our new local events this year is a “drive to save lives” event in Charlotte, NC.  We are also proud of our businesses that have organized CSC events.  Businesses such as Lowes, Home Depot, and Target are among those supporting local events.  There are sites organizing activities geared to increase interaction and intelligence from the community or to initiate or expand neighborhood watch groups. 


Hmm, and how else has CSC changed and grown?

Through the years we have continued to add new CSC sites, new free resources and information for participants, and involved a lot of our partners in the effort.

Law enforcement does a great job protecting us from crime but they can’t do it alone.  With budget cuts hitting so many of our local law enforcement agencies, Celebrate Safe Communities has become a vital piece of the law enforcement and community partnership.  

That’s why a program like Celebrate Safe Communities is so important.  We want neighbors to become part of the active solution to preventing crime where they live, work, and play.

This year, we have a special theme for each week in October.


That’s great. Can you talk about the partnership between BJA and NCPC with regard to the Celebrate Safe Communities Program?

The partnership with the Bureau of Justice Assistance is outstanding.  BJA has been steadfast in its commitment to crime prevention and NCPC programs like Celebrate Safe Communities that bring our national prevention tools and resources to the local level and into our neighborhoods.

And CSC is closely tied with national Crime Prevention Month, which takes place every October.  Can you tell our listeners a little bit about this connection and what Crime Prevention Month is all about?

In 1984, October was designated as Crime Prevention Month through a Presidential proclamation.  Since then we have worked with local law enforcement, government agencies, civic groups, schools, businesses, and other organizations to help them spread the word about crime prevention and personal safety.



NCPC produces a signature publication every year called the Crime Prevention Month Kit.   It is produced as a calendar and includes reproducible brochures on a variety of crime prevention topics.  We distribute more than 40,000 kits per year to law enforcement, community outreach coordinators, and neighborhood watch groups in conjunction with CTIA/Wireless Foundation.

Last year’s theme was focused on McGruff’s 30th birthday.  What can we expect during this year’s Crime Prevention Month, and what are some of the key themes this year? 

Yes, last year was a big one for us as McGruff’s turned 30.  We had so many great events across the country to celebrate our beloved icon.  This year we wanted to focus on the issues requested by past CSC participants.

Each week we will feature one theme beginning with Home Safety in the first week.  Each subsequent week will address crime reporting and community engagement, school and campus safety, and drug abuse prevention.

How does a local community get involved in Celebrate Safe Communities?  

Local community organizers can register online at www.celebratesafecommunities.org.  Simply click on the Event Registration tab. 


Can we expect to see McGruff at CSC events nationwide?

Yes, you can expect to see McGruff at many of the Celebrate Safe Communities events not only in October but throughout the year.  We have a great network of McGruff portrayers - NCPC calls them the McGruff Network – who help ensure McGruff makes appearances at safety events, schools, and other crime prevention activities year round.





This is great information, and I just want to repeat this for our listeners. To register for a CSC event or to get involved in CSC, visit www.celebratesafecommunities.org, correct?  

Yes.  And new this year we will feature new CSC sites and their upcoming events through the NCPC website, www.ncpc.org, and on the Celebrate Safe Communities website.  

Now Ann, once the community has registered to participate in the program, what resources are available to registered CSC sites?

Great question!  More than 250 sites have already received a starter kit of resources including neighborhood watch manuals, safety-themed coloring books, and many other NCPC resources.  The website has a variety of tools and resources organized by theme from both NCPC and our CSC partners.  In addition, we have guest blogs, podcasts, and we are hosting four webinars on the safety themes throughout the month.  

I understand you conducted a survey of CSC registrants last year.  What did you learn from that survey?

Following our Celebrate Safe Communities effort last year, we asked our sites to participate in a survey to learn how we can better serve their local needs.  We found a wealth of information in those survey responses but perhaps the best information was hearing how each of them tailored their CSC event to respond to local community needs.  The information also helped NCPC and BJA to determine our four themes.  Again, they are home safety, crime reporting and community engagement, school and campus safety, and drug abuse prevention.






That’s great. Just one more question before I let you go. Can you tell our listeners about what they can expect from CSC in 2012?

We look forward to an even bigger and better CSC next year.  Also in 2012, NCPC celebrates its 30th anniversary.  It will be a time to reflect, recognize, and renew our commitment to crime prevention for the next thirty years. And to thank the thousands of crime prevention practitioners who work tirelessly to help communities across the country every day. We want to more than double the participation in CSC with communities across the country.  You can expect new resources, tools, and themes for next year.  

Closing: Ann, thank you so much for being here today. This was a fascinating conversation and I am sure a lot of our local communities will be anxious to register and get involved with the Celebrate Safe Communities initiative and Crime Prevention Month activities. 
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