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Celebrate Safe Communities – October 2010
www.celebratesafecommunities.org 

Helping Your Community “Take A Bite Out of Crime®!”
IDEAS FOR EVENTS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES FROM

National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA) and National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC)
How you can partner with local government on CSC
· Ask local elected officials to introduce a resolution commending local crime prevention successes and commemorating Crime Prevention Month in your community!

· Conduct a security survey of local parks and other public spaces, correcting problems with inadequate or insufficient lighting, overgrown landscaping, and maintenance.  Promote the improved spaces to local residents and ask Neighborhood Watch groups to help patrol them.
· Ask other local government agencies to help mobilize venues, supplies, tools, vehicles, and volunteers to help make events successful.
How you can partner with residents and neighborhood groups on CSC
· Organize block parties to help recruit residents to join the local Neighborhood Watch network!
· Host a citywide event to highlight how Neighborhood Watch groups and other volunteers have helped keep the community safe. 

· Launch or promote a local crime reporting tip line which also shares crime prevention tips.
· Mobilize volunteers and businesses to paint over walls covered by graffiti and replace them with murals about the neighborhood, its people, and their culture.
· Work with the local library or recreation center to host an information fair for parents and families, providing materials on Internet safety and other child safety tips.
· Take photos of a blighted park or local street, and then mobilize a campaign to beautify the area with plants and signage about the neighborhood.  Be sure to take “after” photos too so everyone can appreciate how the area improved.
· Conduct an informal survey of residents in areas with crime problems; use it to help identify their perceptions about crime, fear of crime, and their interest in helping with safety projects.
· Mobilize the citizen police academy or other volunteers to start a McGruff House program to help neighborhood children who feel scared when approached by a stranger.
· Provide a workshop for neighborhood associations on what members can do to secure their homes against burglary.
How you can partner with the media on CSC
· Provide local media contacts with McGruff’s crime prevention tips, add local law enforcement contacts, and urge the media to promote this vital information during October and year round.
· Create and promote to local media stories about recent successes with crime prevention, highlighting the role of community members and partnerships led by law enforcement.
· Contact the media and invite them to help highlight the positive contributions children, teens, schools, businesses, and others make toward ensuring community safety.
· Find a local media outlet to sponsor a “Community Shredding Day” where residents can learn about identity theft and shred documents containing personal and/or financial information.
· Create and promote a campaign on auto theft prevention, transit safety, or another topic of special local interest; involve local celebrities who can help call attention to the tips you share.
How you can partner with schools on CSC

· Ask area schools to hold assemblies to educate and excite children about how they can help keep their community a safe place to live, learn, and play.
· Host a safety-themed poster contest and post winning entries at city hall, in the newspaper.
· Mobilize a volunteer parent safety patrol to help protect children waiting at school bus stops.
· Get a sponsor for an after school ice cream social with McGruff®; encourage children that participate to sign a pledge about how they will stay safe on the Internet.
· Mobilize teens to help educate their peers about confronting hate crime, preventing cyberbullying, avoiding dating violence, and/or protecting portable personal property from theft.
How you can partner with local businesses on CSC

· Ask local businesses to sponsor a local campaign or ongoing program to highlight emerging crime prevention issues in your community.  Tie the campaign to an issue their customers need to know about.

· Recruit local businesses and their employees to start a Business Watch and share safety tips.

· Ask the local mall to host a family safety awareness fair and recruit retailers to provide support.

How you can reach out to special populations as part of CSC
· Ask faith-based groups to dedicate a day during Crime Prevention Month to sharing with their members ways they could get involved in community safety projects led by law enforcement

· Locate organizations that serve populations of refugees, immigrants, or people of different cultural groups.  Ask the organizations for help in translating into other languages and distributing to these residents tips on personal and home safety.

· Talk to the senior center or senior apartment building manager about how to provide senior citizens information on avoiding frauds and scams

Need advice and community education materials to help make these events or others a success? Visit www.celebratesafecommunities.org for more information, or contact Marsha Hott (mhott@ncpc.org)and  Andy Fois (afois@ncpc.org)
CSC Event Ideas from NCPC and NSA
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